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The  Church  of  the  Advent  was  consecrated  to  the 
Service  of  Ahnighty  God  on  Saturday  the  first  day  of 
December,  1894.  The  Rt.  Rev.  William  Lawrence, 
S.T.D.,  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  performed  the  cere- 
mony. There  were  also  present  the  Rt.  Rev.  Henry  A. 
Neely,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Maine,  the  Rt.  Rev.  C.  C.  Grafton, 
D.D.,  Bishop  of  Fond  du  Lac,  and  a  number  of  the  Clergy 
of  the  Diocese  as  well  as  visiting  Clergy  from  beyond  its 
borders.  The  Instrument  of  Donation  was  read  by  Rob- 
ert Codman,  Esq.,  Senior  Warden  of  the  Parish,  and  the 
Sentence  of  Consecration  by  the  Rector,  the  Rev.  William 
B.  Frisby.  After  the  OfBce  of  Consecration,  Morning 
Prayer  was  said  by  the  Rector,  the  Rev.  Chas.L.  Hutchins, 
D.D.,  Secretary  of  the  House  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Depu- 
ties of  the  General  Convention,  reading  the  First  Lesson, 
and  the  Rev.  George  S.  Converse,  D.D.,  President  of  the 
Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese,  the  Second  Lesson. 
The  Rt.  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  celebrated  the 
Holy  Communion,  the  Rt.  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  Fond  du 
Lac  reading  the  Epistle,  and  the  Rt.  Rev.  the  Bishop  of 
Maine  the  Gospel.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rt. 
Rev.  the  Bishop  of  Fond  du  Lac.  The  Consecration  of 
the  Church  was  coincident  with  the  celebration  of  the 
Jubilee  of  the  Parish,  its  first  Service  having  been  held 
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exactly  fifty  years  before  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
1844.  That  day  having  been  Advent  Sunday  the  Jubilee 
was  made  to  commemorate  both  the  day  of  the  year  and 
the  Ecclesiastical  Feast  by  continuing  the  celebration  on 
the  next  day.  Solemn  Evensong  was  rendered  on  the  day 
of  Consecration,  Saturday  evening,  and  the  next  day  — 
Advent  Sunday — after  early  Celebrations  of  the  Holy 
Communion  there  was  a  Solemn  High  Celebration  with 
the  Rector  of  the  Parish  as  Celebrant,  and  the  Curates  of 
the  Parish,  the  Rev.  George  F.  Daniels  and  the  Rev. 
Arthur  Chase,  as  Deacon  and  Sub-deacon  respectively. 
The  sermon  at  this  Service  was  preached  by  the  Rev. 
Morgan  Dix,  S.T.D.,  D.C.L.,  Rector  of  Trinity  Church, 
New  York. 

These  two  sermons  are  now  printed,  with  the  consent  of 
the  preachers,  as  a  memorial  of  the  Consecration  and 
Jubilee  Celebration  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent. 


SERMON 


PREACHED    BY 


The  Rt.  Rev.  C.  C.  GRAFTON,  S.  T.  1). 
Bishop  of  Fond  du  Lac, 


AT  THE 


Consecration  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent, 

December   ist,   1894. 


(Bx.  I3t,  2^.     "  En  all  places  Snljere  E  recortj  Plg  name  3r  iuill 
come  unto  tj^ec,  antj  31  tnill  blegs  tl)ee." 

5^0.  3^3^UE,  8.     '*  ILorli,  K  fjaiie  lobetj  tfje  fjabitatton  of  (ii\)^ 
]^ou0e,  anti  tf)e  place  irif)ere  2^i)ine  j^onour  tJiDelletj)." 

I. 

By  its  consecration  a  building  is  set  apart  for  holy 
uses.  Before  its  consecration  it  belongs  to  the  natural 
order,  and  may  be  used  for  any  secular  purpose  without 
desecration.  Consecration  changes  its  character.  God 
takes  our  proffered  gift  out  of  our  own  hands  into  His 
own.  He  formally  does  this  by  His  representative,  the 
Bishop.  Other  ministers  might  come  and  say  prayers, 
but  the  building  would  not  be  consecrated.  For  the 
Bishop  is  the  spiritual  head  of  all  things  spiritual  and  the 
source  of  all  jurisdiction  in  his  diocese.  He  comes  and 
officially  receives  our  gift  and  gathers  it  into  the  spiritual 
order.  It  then  becomes  one  of  the  many  covenanted 
media  for  the  extension  of  the  work  of  the  Incarnate  Son 
of  God.  God  inscribes  there  His  name.  There  He 
vouchsafes  His  presence.  There  He  promises  a  blessing. 
*'In  all  places  where  I  record  my  name,  I  will  come  unto 
thee,  and  I  will  bless  thee.'* 

Alone  in  deserts,  on  the  mountain  tops,  in  the  woods, 
by  the  sea,  man  may  listen  to  the  Creator's  voice  articulate 
in  nature's  song  of  life,  in  the  gladsome   hum    of  insect 
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life,  or  multitudinous  laughter  of  the  waves,  or  in  the 
message-laden  winds.  But  the  Church  is  the  covenanted 
meeting  place  of  God  with  His  people.  From  the  time 
when  Jacob  poured  the  oil  upon  the  pillar  and  it  became 
a  Bethel  to  the  last  consecrated  Christian  temple,  God  has 
vouchsafed  His  presence  to  certified  holy  places. 

And  right  worthily  does  this  building  speak.  By  the 
soUdity  of  its  structure  it  points  to  the  abiding  character 
of  God's  last  Revelation.  By  its  localization  in  the  midst 
of  our  homes  it  reminds  us  that  He,  the  Incarnate  God,  is 
the  Ever-near  One.  By  its  cruciform  construction  it  tells 
of  the  Love  that  laid  aside  His  Glory  and  humbled  Him- 
self to  the  death  of  the  cross  and  sought  us  out.  By  its 
Baptistry  it  teaches  our  elevation  through  our  incorpora- 
tion into  Christ,  from  our  being  God's  offspring  according 
to  nature's  order  into  that  of  being  children  of  the  new 
creation.  By  its  Nave  and  Chancel  it  tells  of  the  Church 
here  in  this  world,  buffeting  with  its  waves,  and  yet  at 
rest.  By  its  Rood  bearing  the  dear  figure  of  the  Crucified 
between  Our  Lady  and  St.  John,  of  the  Rod  that  gives  us 
comfort  when  we  pass  the  dark  valley  of  death.  By  its 
division  of  Chancel  into  Choir  and  Sanctuary,  of  the  two 
revealed  modes  by  which  God  in  every  dispensation,—  in 
paradise,  under  the  patriarchs,  under  the  Law,  in  glory, — 
would  be  worshipped,  namely  by  word  of  prayer  and 
praise,  and  by  sacrifice.  By  its  Altar  adorned  with  the 
Christian  symbols  of  cross  and  lights,  of  the  abiding  pres- 
ence of  Him  who  is  the  world's  true  Light  and  our  Resur- 
rection Food. 

No  visible  cloud  may  descend  to-day  upon  this 
Church  as  upon  the  dedication  of  the  Jewish  Temple, 
witnessing  to  us  of  its  acceptance.     For  the  Holy  Spirit, 
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with  lambent  tongues  of  holy  flame,  once  and  for  all 
descended  upon  the  living  temple  of  the  Apostolic  college 
and  dwells  within  the  Apostolic  Church.  There  were 
visible  signs  of  the  Spirit's  presence  when  the  Gentiles 
were  brought  into  the  Christian  Church.  But  the  Spirit 
descended  never  to  ascend.  To  seek  for  another  Pente- 
cost is  as  idle  as  to  pray  for  another  Nativity.  He  de- 
scended once  for  all,  and  abides  in  the  holy  Church,  and 
in  the  calmness  of  an  assured  possession  that  Church  be- 
stows the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  by  the  laying  on  of  hands. 
The  Church  is  thus  a  spiritual  organism  because  filled 
with  the  Holy  Ghost.  In  this  organism  Christ  is  present 
and  can  make  Himself  manifest  in  all  its  activities. 
Throughout  this  spiritual  organism  Christ  continues  to 
discharge  His  ever-abiding  functions  as  our  Prophet, 
Priest  and  King,  "He  that  heareth  you  heareth  Me,'  it 
"stretches  out  His  hand  to  heal."  A  living  Christ  dwells 
in  a  living  Church. 

To-day  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of  faith,  the  sick  are 
healed,  calamities  averted,  blessings  bestowed,  mountains 
of  difficulty  are  cast  into  the  sea,  angels  guard  the  feet  of 
Christ's  people,  the  Saints  have  intercourse  with  God,  the 
inner  life  of  the  Church  is  aglow  with  the  radiance  of 
heaven. 

But  greater  works  are  done  than  when  nature  owned 
creation's  Lord,  and  sea  and  wind  obeyed  Him.  Christ, 
the  revelation  of  God  to  man,  is  also  the  revealed  ascent 
through  which  man  passes  upward  into  God.  Christ  is 
the  embodiment  of  Progress,  Liberty,  Reform.  His 
Voice  goes  like  morning  over  the  earth.  Tyrannies  and 
superstitions  flee  away.  Society  gradually  becomes  ele- 
vated.    The  human  brotherhood  of  the  race  is  acknowl- 
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edged.  Government  recognizes  Christian  principles. 
War's  needful  struggle  becomes  mitigated.  The  slave's 
shackles  fall  from  his  hands.  Woman  rises  to  her  rightful 
equality.  The  spiritually  blind  receive  their  sight.  The 
lame  walk.  The  dead  in  sin  are  raised  to  life.  In  the 
midst  of  worldliness,  men  lead  unworldly  lives,  and  the 
true  child  of  God  is  brought  into  such  loving  Communion 
with  his  heavenly  Father,  that  like  one  speaking  through 
a  telephone,  he  recognizes  His  voice  and  receives  reply, 
and  knows  with  a  divine  certainty  with  whom  he  com- 
munes and  in  whom  he  puts  his  trust. 

To-day  by  the  act  of  His  representative,  the  Bishop, 
He  gathers  this  building  into  His  accepted  instrumentali- 
ties, and  here  He  puts  His  Name,  with  the  covenanted 
promise  to  meet  and  bless  His  people. 

So,  as  the  pious  Hebrew  loved  the  Temple  with  a 
devotion  intensified  by  his  afflictive  exile,  loved  it  for  all 
it  represented  of  his  nation's  struggle,  and  failures,  and 
glory,  and  shame,  loved  it  as  a  witness  of  God's  manifold 
and  gracious  dealings  and  covenanted  promises,  and  as 
the  embodiment  of  the  precious  heritage  of  his  great  hope, 
loved  it  above  all,  because  of  the  Ark  with  its  Shekinah 
and  Mercy  Seat,  shall  not  we.  Churchmen,  seeing  that,  in 
spiritual  value  and  significance  and  Presence,  our  tem- 
ples surpass  that  of  the  Jews,  shall  not  we  love  thy 
Church,  O  Lord,  as  the  place  where  "Thine  honour  dwell- 
eth."  Oh,  my  children,  care  for  it,  assemble  in  it,  adorn 
it,  endow  it.  Love  it  as  the  place  where  we  have  met 
God  and  found  His  promises  true,  where  His  word  is 
spoken  in  blessing,  and  in  absolution,  and  is  given  in  the 
Holy  Food  so  precious  to  our  souls;  and  on  this  day  of 
Jubilee  learn  to  love  it  more. 
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II. 


There  is  another  and  fuller  view  of  the  Temple  not 
inappropriate  to  this  day's  solemnities,  when  we  recall  for 
what  purpose  this  parish  was  founded  and  what  it  has 
stood  for.  Necessary  in  England  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Tractarian  movement  it  is  more  necessary  in  New  Eng- 
land now,  to  bring  before  Christians  the  true  and  almost 
lost  conception  of  the  Church.  It  has  been  thought  of  as 
a  voluntary  association  of  believers.  It  has  been  sup- 
posed to  have  no  divinely  given  order.  It  has  been 
recognized  by  some  more  correctly  as  a  visible  kingdom 
established  by  Christ.  But  to  arrive  at  a  full  conception 
of  it  we  must  perceive  that  it  is  a  living  temple. 

As  Israel  was  called  the  ^' house  of  the  Lord,"  so 
likewise  is  the  Church  called  "The  House  of  God,"  "The 
great  house"  wherein  are  vessels  of  gold  and  silver, 
''Christ's  own  house,"  '"The  temple  of  the  Living  God." 
This  is  one  of  the  many  metaphors  like  that  of  the  "fam- 
ily," the  "city,"  the  "kingdom"  which  tell  us  that  the 
Church  is  a  visible  organization,  which  declares  that  the 
gospel  of  Christ  was  not  an  abstract  gospel,  not  a  mere 
announcement  of  truth  or  proffer  of  pardon,  that  Christ's 
followers  were  not  a  mere  voluntary  aggregation  of  believ- 
ers, but  that  the  Gospel  He  proclaimed  and  founded  was 
"the  gospel  of  the  kingdom."  He  did  not  will  to  cast 
His  word  loose  among  mankind,  to  let  it  float  on  amidst 
the  stream  of  human  life  without  the  protection  of  a  visible 
society.  He  did  not  leave  its  interpretation  to  be  devel- 
oped by  the  clash  of  scholarly  opinion,  but  entrusted  it  to 
a  church  endowed  with  the  Holy  Ghost. 
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"The  Apostolic  writings,"  says  Canon  Bright,  ''are 
stultified  by  the  hypothesis  of  a  '  naturalistic  '  church,  the 
result  of  the  working  of  individuals  to  self-association, 
evolved  under  the  laws  of  God's  ordinary  providential 
government.  A  '  church '  of  this  kind  might  be  called 
'  divinely  organized,'  just  as  all  forms  of  co-operative 
activity  are  so  from  a  benefit  society  to  a  parliament. 
The  Church  of  those  days  does  not  present  itself  as  a 
guild  or  company;  to  outsiders  it  may  have  seemed  so, 
but  its  members  believed  it  to  be  a  divine  incorporation, 
to  have  a  unique  mystery  in  its  life,  an  unparalleled  Pres- 
ence in  its  working."  And  this  is  the  real  test.  Not 
how  it  appeared  to  statesman,  or  historian,  or  critic,  but 
what  Christians  declared  it  to  be,  and  as  the  Epistle  for 
the  day  shows  they  knew  themselves  to  be  members  of  a 
divinely  ordered  living  organization  which  was  the  Temple 
of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Our  Lord's  teaching  throughout  His  public  life  con- 
tains much  concerning  the  formation  of  this  Living  Tem- 
ple, and  of  that  Church  "  which  He  loved  "  and  for  which 
He  "gave  Himself."  Take  two  instances,  one  in  the 
beginning  and  one  at  the  end  of  His  ministry.  It  is 
noticeable  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  which  has  been 
called  the  charter  of  the  gospel,  how  that  no  sooner  has 
the  Lord  progressively  developed  the  ideal  Christian  char- 
acter in  the  Beatitudes,  than  in  the  next  section  of  His 
discourse  He  goes  on  to  describe  him  as  a  Churchman. 
He  belongs  to  a  "  city."  He  is  a  citizen.  It  is  a  city  set 
on  a  hill.  A  city  having  its  walls,  and  towers^  and  guards 
and  an  organized  government  and  Temple.  And  the  suc- 
ceeding illustrations,  the  salt  heap  beside  the  sacrifice,  the 
light,  the  candlestick,  the  council  of  judgment,  the  altar 
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and  its  gifts  and  offerings  are  all  connected  with  the  Tem- 
ple and  its  worship.  We  see  by  the  continuity  of  the 
illustrations  what  was  before  the  mind  of  Christ.  Christ's 
ideal  Christian  is  first  of  all  a  loyal  Churchman.  So  also 
we  find  this  truth  shadowed  forth  in  the  Parable  of  the 
Good  Shepherd.  Christ  comes  to  the  ancient  Jewish 
Church  symbolized  by  the  night  fold,  surrounded  by  its 
wooden  palisade  of  which  John  the  Baptist  was  the  por- 
ter, and  the  porter  recognizes  His  voice,  and  His  sheep 
know  His  voice  and  follow  Him.  But  He  does  not  leave 
them  to  browse  where  they  please,  and  unshepherded  to 
follow  at  their  own  sweet  will  the  speculations  of  their 
human  fancy  ;  nor  are  they  to  be  unprotected  or  uncor- 
alled,  by  being  left  without  a  fold.  Only  the  temporary 
wooden  night  fold  of  the  Jewish  Church  was  to  be  re- 
placed by  the  permanent  walls  of  the  great  spiritual  Tem- 
ple of  which  Christ  declares  Himself  to  be  the  door.  He 
says,  "I  am  the  Door,"  and  He  was  the  Door  because 
there  was  the  Living  Temple  behind  it. 

There  are  two  traditional  mistakes  about  Christianity 
we,  iVew  Englanders,  have  been  led  into.  First,  without 
giving  thought  to  the  matter,  we  assume  that  the  whole  of 
Christianity  is  to  be  found  fully  and  explicitly  stated  in 
the  four  Gospels.  Moreover,  we  are  apt  to  think  that  the 
relation  of  those  who  followed  Christ  as  there  described, 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Christian  to  Him  to-day.  Some 
also  go  farther,  and,  picking  out  some  favorite  parable  or 
act  of  Christ's  mercy  or  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  say, 
"  That's  Christianity  good  enough  for  me."  It  is  a  scan- 
dalously huge  blunder  which,  persisted  in,  becomes  pro- 
fane. 
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We  forget  that  Christ's  revelation  of  Himself  as  re- 
corded in  the  Gospels  was  chieflly  to  the  few  Apostles, 
and  to  them  a  very  gradual  one.  One  principle  governing 
all  His  teachings  was  not  to  reveal  it,  save  in  the  degree 
persons  were  prepared  to  receive  it,  lest  by  a  hasty  rejec- 
tion of  it,  they  should  become  committed  to  unbelief  and 
so  fall  into  sin.  Moreover,  not  until  the  whole  work  of 
Christ  had  been  displayed  in  the  Crucifixion,  the  Resur- 
rection and  the  Ascension,  could  the  deep  hidden  sig- 
nificance of  that  completed  work  and  its  far-reaching 
consequences  possibly  be  explained.  All  of  Christ's 
teaching  during  His  public  ministry  was  therefore  neces- 
sarily partial.  To  the  common  people  it  was  chiefly  to 
lead  them  to  a  belief  in  Himself.  To  the  Apostles,  by 
parable  and  miracle  and  personal  intercourse,  it  wa*s 
something  more.  But  the  religion  He  came  to  establish 
is  only  found  partially  revealed  in  the  Gospels  and  only 
there  in  a  preparatory  stage.  For  so  He  expressly  de- 
clared to  the  Apostles,  at  the  end  of  His  public  ministry, 
saying,  "I  have  yet  many  things  to  say  unto  you,  but  ye 
cannot  bear  them  now."  During  the  forty  days  after  the 
Resurrection,  when  He  had  shut  the  world  out,  He  indeed 
revealed  something  more  of  Himself  and  the  Church  to 
the  Apostles,  and  spoke  to  them  "of  the  things  pertain- 
ing to  the  Kingdom."  But  it  was  not  till  the  illuminating 
gift  at  Pentecost  of  the  Holy  Ghost  that  the  Apostles 
were  led  into  all  truth  and  could  understand  the  pre- 
viously hidden  import  of  Christ's  actions  and  words.  Not 
till  they  were  made  Living  stones  of  the  Temple,  could 
they  understand  the  meaning.  Not  till  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost were  they  themselves  made  complete  Christians. 
Then   He,  though  invisible,  took  up  His  abiding  presence 
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in  the  midst  of  the  Church.  He  became  the  Sun  of  that 
new  creation  he  was  forming.  Nay  more.  As  God  is 
immanent  in  the  natural  universe,  so  did  the  God-man, 
Jesus  Christ,  become  present  in  the  new  creation.  He 
lives  in  it.  His  presence  in  this  new  creation  does  not 
depend  on  man's  recognition  of  it,  any  more  than  God's 
immanence  in  nature  depends  on  human  faith.  Christ's 
presence  in  His  Church  and  in  His  sacraments  is  secured 
by  His  own  act  and  word.  Thus  He  guards,  protects  and 
rules  the  Church.  And  He  completed  through  St.  Paul 
and  St.  John  the  revelation  of  His  religion,  and  estab- 
lished His  Church.  Moreover,  he  made  St.  John  a 
special  organ  of  communication  with  His  Church  after  the 
Ascension.  The  Book  of  Revelation  may  be  called  the 
Gospel  of  the  Ascension.  So  the  Church  is  soon  seen 
after  the  Pentecost  at  Jerusalem  with  its  ordered  apostolic 
hierarchy,  its  councils,  general  and  diocesan,  \vith  the 
three-fold  order  of  ministry,  its  local  presiding  Bishop  in 
the  person  of  St.  James,  with  its  holy  order  of  Presbyters 
and  Deacons,  with  its  discipline  and  its  Baptismal  Trini- 
tarian Creed  and  its  Sacraments  and  Eucharistic  Offer- 
ing, and  growing  Liturgy.  Pentecost  is  the  biithday  of  the 
Church,  and  it  is  as  idle  to  expect  its  repetition  as  to  look 
for  another  Nativity  of  Christ.  Christianity  began  as  a 
Church,  and  we  read  how  the  Lord  added  daily  to  the 
Church  such  as  should  be  saved.  Well,  is  it  then,  to 
remember  that  the  four  Gospels  record  Christianity  only 
partially  and  in  its  primary  stage,  and  that  there  was  not 
even  a  complete  Christian  in  existence  till  the  day  of 
Pentecost. 

The  other  mistake  we,   New  Englanders,  have  been 
led  into  is,  that  in  establishing  the  Christian  religion,  God 
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overthrew  His  previously  revealed  principles  of  worship, 
and  abolishing  the  Jewish  Church,  established  a  new  relig- 
ion without  Church  organization, without  a  priesthood^with- 
out  a  Liturgy,without  a  sacrifice.  Yet  our  Lord  emphatically 
declared  He  did  not  come  to  set  all  this  aside.  He  did 
not  come  to  destroy  the  law  but  to  fulfil  it.  He  fulfilled  it 
in  two  ways :  First,  in  His  Own  Person,  by  an  absolute 
and  perfect  obedience  to  all  of  its  requirements  ;  and  sec- 
ondly, by  elevating,  glorifying  and  endowing  it  with  a 
higher  life.  He  changed  the  water  in  the  jars  of  the  old 
dispensation  into  the  good  wine  of  the  new.  He  de- 
stroyed not  the  law,  its  feasts,  its  priesthood,  its  ordi- 
nances. They  were  bare  figures  or  outlines  of  good  things 
to  come.  The  substance,  the  body  which  they  shadowed 
forth,  was  Christ.  So  He  came  and  filled  these  empty 
outlines  full  of  Himself.  The  old  feasts  were  transformed 
into  Christian  feasts.  The  Passover  became  Easter, 
Pentecost  Whitsunday.  The  Sabbath  passed  into  the 
Lord's  Day.  The  Jewish  priesthood,  propagated  by  a 
natural  descent  from  Aaron^  gave  way  to  the  priesthood 
spiritually  propagated  by  prayer  and  laying  on  of  Apos- 
tolic hands.  "The  priesthood  being  changed,''  not 
abolished,  the  order  of  Aaron  is  succeeded  by  that  of 
Melchisedec.  The  eight  functions  of  the  Jewish  priesthood 
passed  over  into  the  spiritual  functions  of  the  Christian. 
The  prophecy  of  Isaiah  that  under  the  greatest  gospel  of 
God,  "  I  will  take  of  the  Gentiles  for  priests,"  is  fulfilled. 
The  worship  of  the  Synagogue  is  continued  in  our  choir 
office  of  Matins  and  Evensong  ;  that  of  the  Temple,  in  ihe 
worship  of  our  Altar  and  Sanctuary.  For  as  St.  Paul  de- 
clares, and  our  Prayer  Book  affirms,  "we  have  an  Altar," 
and  we  have  a  Priesthood.     As  all   Israel    was  impressed 
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with  a  royal  and  priestly  character,  so  it  is  written  of 
Christian  Israel,  "Ye  also,  as  living  stones,  are  built  up  a 
spiritual  house,  an  holy  priesthood,  to  offer  up  spiritual 
sacrifices,  acceptable  to  God  by  Jesus  Christ."  The  spir- 
itual significance  of  the  Jewish  burnt  offering,  peace  offer- 
ing, sin  and  trespass  offering,  is  summed  up  in  our  one 
Christian  offering  of  the  Eucharistic  Sacrifice  of  Christ's 
Body  and  Blood.  Herein  is  the  prophecy  of  Malachi  ful- 
filled, "and  in  every  place  from  the  rising  to  the  setting 
sun"  is  the  "pure  offering"  of  the  gospel  pleaded 
before  God.  The  Christian  Church  is  thus  the  unfolded 
flower  of  all  which  in  the  Jewish  Church  was  in  the  bud. 
It  is  a  higher  stage  of  the  same  Temple  rising  on  the  four- 
square, or  cross-formed  foundations  of  the  old.  It  is 
something  more,  for  it  is  filled,  as  the  old  was  not,  with 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  enshrines  the  Presence  of  the  God- 
Man  Christ.  In  this  Temple  the  prophecies  of  Christ  are 
fulfilled.  The  hour  is  come,  and  now  is,  when  the  Father 
is  worshipped  everywhere  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  In  spirit, 
for  the  Holy  Spirit  dwelling  in  the  Church  makes  it  a  life- 
enshrining  and  life-transmitting  organism.  In  truth,  for 
the  day  of  empty  rites  and  mere  signs  has  passed  away, 
and  that  of  realities  and  substance  has  come  and  its  sac- 
raments are  effectual  means  of  grace. 

It  is  for  this  conception  of  the  Church,  its  priesthood 
and  sacraments  and  worship,  that  this  Parish  of  the 
Advent  has  continually  borne  witness  and  flung  open  its 
doors  to  rich  and  poor  alike,  making  no  distinction  of 
persons  between  the  members  of  the  Church  family,  the 
worshippers  at  the  Altar  of  a  common  Lord.  Alas  !  in 
contrast  with  all  this,  how  meagre  is  that  view  which  re- 
gards Christ  as  the  consummation  of  God*s  general  imma- 
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nence  in  nature,  and  which  thus  at  bottom  is  only  a  theory 
of  a  ^'  decorated  Humanitarianism."  How  ignorant  must 
he  be  of  the  Incarnation,  who  can  say  ''seeing  God  has 
come  visibly  into  creation  what  does  it  matter  how  he 
came,"  for  only  by  the  absence  of  personal  human 
parentage  could  the  singleness  of  the  personality  of  the 
God-Man  be  preserved  and  so  an  Incarnation  in  the 
flesh  take  place.  How  unsatisfying  is  that  system 
which  instead  of  an  infallible  Incarnate  Son  of  God, 
presents  us  with  a  possibly  fallible  man-bearing  Divin- 
ity. How  imperfect  is  that  conception  of  Christianity 
that  regards  it  as  a  truth  cast  upon  the  stream  of 
human  thought,  or  a  mere  offer  of  pardon,  presenting 
us  only  with  an  example,  or  furnishing  us  with  persua 
sive  motives,  which  regards  the  church  as  a  mere 
human  society  and  its  sacraments,  as  empty  of  grace  as 
Jewish  ordinances.  ''And  so,"  as  Dr.  Pusey  has  said, 
"there  are  afloat  hundreds  of  Christianities.  You  have 
Christianity  without  Judaism,  Christianity  without  facts, 
Christianity  without  doctrines.  Christianity  without  any- 
thing supernatural,  Christianity  which  shall  only  be  an 
'idea,'  Christianity  with  fallible  Apostles,  fallible  prophets 
(alas  !  that  one  must  give  utterance  to  the  blasphemy)  a 
fallible  Christ ! " 

Happy  is  it,  dear  brethren,  to  turn  to  the  blessed 
vision  of  the  Church.  Shrine  of  the  Truth.  Guardian 
of  the  Faith.  Teacher  of  the  Nations.  Blessed  home 
for  the  lonely.  Refuge  for  the  distressed.  Ark  for  the 
perishing.  Blessed  Temple  of  living  stones  in  which 
God  is  known,  worshipped  and  loved.  Body  of  Christ  in 
which  He  dwells,  through  which  He  acts.  His  present 
and  eternal   Bride.    One^  Holy,  Catholic,  Apostolic.    One 
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by  organic  union  of  all  its  members  with  its  Head.  Holy, 
by  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  by  its  worship 
and  means  of  grace.  Apostolic,  in  its  government  and 
priesthood  through  its  Apostolic  fellowship  and  descent. 
Catholic,  in  its  doctrine  which  bears  the  marks  of  an- 
tiquity and  common  consent. 

Marred  she  may  be  now.  Union  and  communion 
between  her  estranged  members  may  be  interrupted,  yet 
her  organic  unity  cannot  be  destroyed.  The  gates  of  Hell 
may  injure  but  cannot  prevail.  Like  the  mangled  Body 
of  her  Lord  all  her  bones  may  be  out  of  joint,  yet  not  a 
bone  be  broken.  The  dislocation  existing  between  the  East 
and  West,  between  the  Greek,  Roman,  Anglican  Commun- 
ions may  yet  be  repaired.  Meanwhile,  we  see  how  by  these 
very  divisions  God  keeps  the  Church  from  making  any 
new  oecumenically  authorized  dogmatic  definitions  and  so 
falling  into  error.  At  the  same  time  as  each  portion  of 
organic  Christendom  proclaims  the  faith  received  from 
Her  Divine  Head,  fenced  by  the  Creeds,  embalmed  in  the 
Liturgies,  witnessed  to  by  the  Scriptures  and  Sacraments, 
She  fulfils  her  prophetic  office. 

And  not  the  least  unworthy  of  our  hearts'  best  love 
is  our  own  Spiritual  Mother,  the  Anglo-Catholic  Church, 
whose  authoritative  utterance  in  her  Prayer  Book  provides 
a  clear  and  safe  guide  to  all  bumble  and  reverent  minds 
"O  Mother  of  Saints!  School  of  the  Wise!  Nurse  of 
the  heroic !  Of  whom  went  forth,  in  whom  have  dwelt 
memorable  names  of  old  to  spread  the  truth  abroad  or 
check  it  at  home!  O  Thou  from  whom  surrounding 
nations  lit  their  lamps!"  Once  failing,  but  not  given 
over.  Falling  as  in  Edward's  time,  but  preserved.  Nigh 
to  perish  through  puritan  rebellion  and   assaults  of  here- 


(20) 

sies,  but  saved.  How  hast  Thou  arisen  as  from  the  dust! 
How  has  the  reproach  upon  Thee  "of  a  miscarrying 
womb  and  dry  breasts  "  been  done  away.  Marvel  of  mar- 
vels! "Miracle  of  repair!"  The  Branch  severed  from 
the  trunk  perishes.  Every  schismatical  body  eventually 
loses  the  faith.  But  after  the  convulsion  of  the  Reformation 
and  the  church's  dual  contest  with  the  politics  of  Rome 
and  the  heresies  of  Geneva,  after  the  bleak  desolating 
winter  of  i8th  century  Erastianism,  behold  this  second 
spring.  The  branch  puts  forth  her  leaves,  and  buds,  and 
bears  fruit  a  hundred  fold.  She  has  learnt  something  by 
her  captivity.  She  has  no  quarrel  with  science,  but  re- 
gards it  as  an  ally.  For  no  accredited  dogma  of  the 
church  has  been  contravened  by  modern  discovery.  She 
regards  all  the  baptized  as  Christians.  A  new  enthusiasm 
for  man  as  well  as  love  of  God  fills  her  with  fresh  mis- 
sionary zeal.  She  goes  forth  with  the  light  of  faith  in  her 
€yes  and  the  grace  of  the  sacraments  in  her  hands.  She 
appeals  to  all  that  is  good  in  man^  and  brings  him  the  help 
which  he  spiritually  and  physically  needs.  What  has 
marked  the  Anglican  revival  has  not  been  a  mere  ecclesi- 
asticism,  but  a  quickened  love  of  humanity  and  a  practi- 
cal benevolence.  Orphanages,  schools,  hospitals,  homes 
for  the  aged,  asylums  of  every  kind  have  been  its  fruitful 
product.  This  has  proved  the  Catholic  vitality  of  the 
Anglican  Communion.  And  its  character  has  been 
marked  by  Christ's  own  sign  manual  of  personal  service. 
Her  educated  sons  have  gone  down  to  live  in  the  slums  of 
great  cities  among  the  poor,  to  elevate  them  by  their 
friendly  intercourse.  Her  daughters  have  given  them- 
selves by  hundreds  to  the  religious  life  with  its  noble  ser- 
vice.    Her  churches  have  been  restored,  and  sanctity  and 
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charity  become  watchwords  of  her  renewed  life.  Again 
is  the  Voice  of  the  ancient  Bishops  and  Fathers  heard  in 
the  Pulpits.  Again  is  the  one  sure  and  certain  faith, 
Nicene,  taught  of  old,  proclaimed.  Again  the  daily  Sacri- 
fice is  offered  on  her  altars.  Again  her  Religious  Orders 
tell  of  Christ's  all-satisfying  love  to  consecrated  souls. 

Everywhere  fear  and  prejudice  are  being  overcome 
and  a  more  devotional  service  has  been  established.  The 
truth  of  the  old  prophecy  has  been  fulfilled:  — 

"Again  do  long  processions  sweep  through  Lincoln's  Minster  pile; 
Again  do  banner,  cross  and  cope  gleam  thro'  the  incensed  aisle; 
And  the  faithful  dead  do  claim  their  part  in  the  Church's    thankful 

prayer, 
And  the  daily  Sacrifice  to  God  is  duly  offered  there; 
And  many  an  earnest  prayer  ascends  from  many  a  hidden  spot; 
And  England's  Church  is  Catholic,  though  England's  self  be  not." 


III. 

It  has  been  given  to  you,  dear  brethren  of  this  hon- 
ored parish,  among  whom  by  God's  permission  I  so  long 
labored  (forgive  the  faults  and  shortcomings  of  my  ser- 
vice) to  bear  your  part  in  this  Church  revival. 

Jt  has  been  one  marked  in  America  and  England  by 
the  mistakes,  the  errors,  the  shortsightedness,  the  faults 
of  Christ's  servants.  As  in  all  Church  revivals,  one 
aspect  of  the  truth  may  by  some  of  its  adherents  have 
been  unduly  pressed.  There  is  always  the  danger,  through 
seeing  the  importance  of  some  forgotten  truth,  of  not 
keeping  the  proportion  of  the  faith.  In  some  places  the 
multiplication  of  ceremonial  details  of  worship  may  have 
obscured  the  evangelical  spirit.      When  ritualism  concen- 
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trates  our  attention  upon  itself,  it  hinders  our  realization 
of  the  Divine  Presence  and  so  obstructs  our  worship.  It 
is  true  disappointments  have  befallen  us,  and  the  Church 
has  had  to  learn  the  lesson  of  all  progress,  that,  as  Burke 
said,  '•  We  buy  our  blessings  at  a  price."  Our  position  has 
been  misunderstood,  and  consequently  attacked  by  those 
within  and  those  without  our  communion.  "The  church's 
time  on  earth,"  as  Keble  wrote,  "is  a  time  of  crosses,  not 
only  of  persecution  and  direct  hostility,  but  of  hopes 
frustrated  and  expectations  unrealized."  The  movement 
has  taught  Churchmen  the  limits  of  the  permitted  tolera- 
tion of  the  Prayer  Book.  It  is  not  the  extreme  man  who 
is  the  dangerous  man,  but  he  who  is  only  extreme  in  one 
direction.  The  complete  Churchman  is  the  advanced 
man,  the  advanced  man  who  has  advanced  in  every  direc- 
tion until  he  has  reached  in  all  points  the  Prayer  Book's 
circumference.  We  have  met,  we  must  still  meet  wuh 
checks,  for  "our  checks,"  as  Dr.  Pusey  once  said  to  me^ 
"have  been  our  greatest  blessings."  But  because  the 
movement  was  of  God  it  has  gone  on.  Because  it  has  a 
special  message  to  New  England,  and  to  earnest  thinkers 
and  Christian  workers  of  all  bodies,  we  can  be  sure  it  has 
come  to  stay.  When  the  unbelieving  begin  to  taunt, 
"this  sham  of  Christianity  is  breaking  down,"  then  the 
miracle  of  revival  shows  the  Anglican  Church  to  be  full 
of  the  resurrection  power  of  her  Lord.  Naturalism  may 
boast  that  grace  and  sacraments  are  no  longer  needed,  but 
no  philosopher  can  supply  the  place  of  a  living  Temple 
and  a  living  Christ.  Church  believers  may  at  times  be- 
come weary  _"  with  their  toiling  in  rowing,"  but  as  it  has 
ever  been  in  the  fourth  watch  of  the  night  Christ  is  seen 
approaching  on  the   waters.     "  When   Israel   was   in   the 
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Brick  Kiln  then  cometh  Moses."  May  it  not  be  that  New 
England,  having  exhausted  the  spiritual  resources  of  Cal- 
vinism and  its  natural  reaction  to  Unitarianism,  may  now 
come  under  God's  good  providence  to  enjoy  the  Christian 
religion  as  enshrined  by  its  Founder  in  the  Living  and 
Life-giving  organism  of  the  Church. 

And  so,  dear  brethren  of  this  parish,  as  you  look 
back  this  day  and  see  through  what  God  has  led  the 
Anglican  Communion,  look  arbund  upon  your  separated 
Christian  brethren  with  charity,  and  look  forward  with 
confidence.  You  have  entered  into  the  sacrifice  of  others 
and  are  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  labor.  Take  heart  ol' 
grace.  Seek  not  your  own  salvation  only.  Live  for  human- 
ity. Study  the  faith.  Make  known  the  faith.  Live  tlie 
faith.  Fear  nothing  Hope  for  everything.  Meet  all  attacks 
with  charity.  Overcome  all  ditiiculties  with  prayer.  No 
cause  more  noble,  none  that  shall  win  a  greater  reward. 
"  The  Living  and  the  dead  but  one  communion  make  ; "'  and 
the  Apostles,  and  Doctors,  and  Confessors,  and  Saints, 
and  those  who  have  gone  before  are  looking  on,  inspiring 
us  by  their  presence,  sustaining  us  by  their  prayers,  and 
glorious  in  the  assembly  of  the  Saints  is  the  radiant  Per- 
son of  our  Blessed  Lord,  waiting  to  meet  and  bless  with 
His  fuller  presence  those  who  have  here  loved  the  habi- 
tation of  His  House  and  the  place  where  His  Honour 
dwelleth. 


SERMON 


PREACHED    BY 


The  Rev.  MORGAN  Dix,  S.T.D.,  D.CL, 

Rector  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York, 


IN    THE 


Church  of  the  Advent, 

Advent  Sunday,  December  2nd,   1894. 


^Psalm  CU,  ^0.     "J^c  optneti  tfjc  rocfe  of  stone,  anti  tfje 
inaters  floiaetJ  out:  so  tijat  ribers  ran  in  tl^e  tirg  places." 

As  one  who,  on  his  pilgrimage,  arrives  at  a  place 
where  noteworthy  things  have  occurred,  and  where  the 
memory  and  the  imagination  are  called  into  play  together, 
while  scenes  and  faces  look  forth  from  the  long  ago,  so 
come  I  to  this  church  today,  where  you  are  celebrating 
the  completion  of  the  first  half  century  of  its  life.  The 
name  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent,  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
recalls,  suggests,  inspires.  I  see  the  countenances  of 
many  whom  I  knew,  looking  on  us  through  the  haze  of 
vanished  years ;  Croswell,  Childs,*  Southgate,  Bolles, 
Knight,  Coggeshall,  departed  and  at  rest ;  and  many  more, 
still  on  the  hither  side  of  the  flood,  waiting  for  the  coming 
of  Christ.  As  for  the  trials  and  troubles,  the  hopes  and 
fears,  the  vicissitudes  and  changes,  the  battles  and  agon- 
izings,  prolonged  or  multiplied  during  this  term  of  parish 
life;  how  large  a  story  were  it,  if  told  at  lengthy  how  rich 
in  lessons,  how  fruitful  unto  contemplation  !  There  is  in- 
deed overmuch  to  think    about  in  this    place  and  on  this 

♦The  Rev.  Wentworth  Larkin  Childs,  ordained  Deacon  July  1 1, 
1849,  hy  the  Rt.  Rev.  Carlton  Chase,  Bp.  X.  H.  For  some  time  Dr. 
Croswell's  assistant;  died  Dec.  14,  i860. 
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day ;    and   may   the  good  Lord    make  us  the  better,  the 
stronger  for  what  He  now  tells  us  through  the  Spirit ! 

This  parish,  from  the  day  of  its  organization  to  the 
present  hour,  has  stood  as  the  exponent  of  certain  princi- 
ples ;  it  has  no  history  apart  from  that  special  mission. 
Conning  the  matter  over,  we  notice,  first,  that  its  life  falls 
within  one  of  the  most  remarkable  periods  in  the  history 
of  Anglo-Catholic  Christianity.  In  the  year  1827,  John 
Keble,  of  blessed  memory,  put  forth,  with  mistrust  and 
apprehension,  the  first  edition  of  the  Christian  Year,  a 
work  of  which  the  subsequent  editions  are  now  past  num- 
bering. That  was  67  years  ago  ;  from  that  day  to  this  we 
have  been  living  in  a  period  of  awakened  energy,  recovery, 
reform,  restoration,  development  and  advance  ;  'till  now 
one  hardly  recognizes  in  our  revived  and  reconstructed 
church  the  impoverished  and  dejected  thing  that  it  was, 
when  Keble  set  the  spark  to  the  train.  I  was  looking  the 
other  day  at  an  article  in  the  Newberry  House  Magazine, 
illustrated  with  portraits  of  leaders  of  the  Oxford  Move- 
ment from  1833  to  1893,  and  in  studying  their  faces  it 
was  natural  to  ask  what  those  men  were  aiming  at,  what 
they  had  in  their  minds  in  throwing  themselves  into  a  work 
which  brought  to  them  as  their  guerdon,  "many  a  sorrow, 
many  a  labour,  many  a  tear."  And  it  seems  as  if  the  con- 
victions which  wrought  within  their  souls  with  the  strength 
of  a  new  inspiration,  maybe  stated  in  the  terms  of  three 
or  four  propositions,  involving  the  motive  of  their  master- 
ful work  in  awakening  the  Church  from  sleep. 

The  principles  for  which  they  stood  and  battled  were 
these: 

I.  The  reco2:nition  of  a  Divine  authoritv    among:  men 
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lodged  in  a  visible   Kingdom  of  Christ,  and    giving  a  rule 
and  limitations  to  human  thought  and  human  action. 

2.  The  exhibition  of  a  Divine  grace,  enabling  men  of 
good  disposition  to  accepi  that  rule  and  cheerfully  submit 
to  those  limitations;  the  said  grace  being  imparted  by  a  sys- 
tem of  sacraments  and  sacramental  ordinances,  applicable 
to  human  life  in  all  its  stages  here,  and  leading  on  to  se- 
quels beyond  this  world. 

3.  The  announcement  of  sacrifice  as  the  prime  mo- 
tive of  right  conduct  and  the  commendation  of  it  as  the 
highest  principle  of  action  in  the  individual  life. 

4.  The  setting  up  a  system  of  liturgical  service  and 
worship,  designed  to  express  these  principles  of  religion 
in  a  manner  most  solemn,  affecting  and  impressive,  through 
rites  and  ceremonies  symbolizing  spiritual  truths^  signify- 
ing what  God  reveals,  and  helping  us  in  the  honest  effort 
to  believe,  to  live,  and  to  run  our  course  according  to  His 
will. 

That,  roughly  outlined,  appears  to  have  been  the 
scheme  which  those  reformers  and  revivalists  had  in  view  ; 
and  while  one  man  may  have  dwelt  more  earnestly  on  one 
item,  and  another  on  another,  according  to  variant  charac- 
ter and  turn  of  thought,  and  while,  under  the  pressure  of 
those  circumstances  which  develop  the  specialist,  men 
may  have  diverged  somewhat  as  the  evolution  proceeded, 
still  is  it  evident  that  what  they  all  saw  was  a  visible 
Church,  an  Apostolic  Church,  a  teaching  and  worshipping 
Church,  the  home  of  saints,  the  school  of  wisdom,  the 
seat  of  authority,  the  w^ell  of  grace,  the  most  glorious  City 
of  God  ;  and  thereto  they  plighted  their  troth,    and  for  her 
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they  lived  and  in  her  communion  they  departed,  still  con- 
tinuing in  that  mystic  sweet  communion  beyond  these 
shadows. 

The  power  of  ideas  is  measured  by  the  results  of 
their  application  to  practice.  The  tree  is  known  by  its 
fruits.  How  strong,  how  noble  were  the  ideas  which  in- 
spired the  Movement  may  be  known  by  study  of  what  it 
has  done  and  is  still  doing  for  our  branch  of  the  Church. 
Wliat  splendid  evolution  is  before  our  view  ! 

It  is  hard  to  realize  how  things  have  changed  for  the 
better  during  the  past  half  century.  To  give  any  just  im- 
pression of  that  change  would  require  a  long  report,  with 
an  immense  table  of  statistics.  VVe  should  have  to  begin 
with  the  extension  of  the  Episcopate,  not  only  at  home 
but  far  and  wide,  through  missionary  districts,  foreign 
and  domestic,  in  both  hemispheres,  on  the  main  and  on 
the  islands  of  the  sea,  until  it  looks  as  though  the  Lord 
were  giving  us  the  heathen  for  our  inheritance  and  the  ut- 
most parts  of  the  earth  for  our  possession.  We  should  go 
on  to  consider  the  vast  increase  in  the  number  of  dioceses, 
by  division  and  reduplication,  the  revival  of  the  cathedral 
system,  and  the  transformation  in  England  of  what  were 
once  cold  and  deserted  ice  houses,  to  bright,  cheerful  and 
inviting  places  of  worship,  filled  with  thousands  of  men 
and  women  eager  to  hear  the  word  of  God.  In  architect- 
ure, in  music,  in  religious  art,  in  the  externals  of  ritual 
what  advances  have  been  made !  What  a  change,  e.  g. 
from  the  four-legged  wooden  table,  covered  with  some 
faded  drapery,  and  spread,  perhaps  half  a  dozen  times  a 
year,  for  the  Lord's  Supper,  to  that  most  lovely  of  all  ob- 
jects which  can  refresh  the  eye  and  gladden  the  soul,  the 
altar,  lifted  high  upon  its   steps   and  foot  pace,   adorned 
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with  cross  and  ornaments  and  lights,  fresh  with  flowers, 
enriched  with  sculpture  and  painting,  and  speaking  to  the 
soul  in  a  voice  that  leads  back,  first,  to  Calvary,  and 
thence  on  to  the  golden  altar  of  intercession  in  the 
heavenly  courts.  Go  on  and  think  of  the  diffusion  of 
church  principles  among  the  people,  by  the  use  of  Manu- 
als teaching  dogma  and  practice  ;  of  the  deepening  of  the 
tone  of  individual  life  ;  of  the  restoration  of  confession 
whereby  sin,  harmless  abstraction  to  a  thoughtless  mind,  is 
forced  on  the  attention  of  the  penitent  as  the  poison  of  ex- 
istence, and  treated  with  the  medicines  appropriate  to  its 
cure.  Consider  also  the  recovery  of  the  idea  of  self  conse- 
cration to  God,  as  illustrated  in  the  revival  of  Religious 
orders  among  us,  the  Sisterhoods,  the  Brotherhoods,  some 
of  pri:Sts  and  now,  two  at  least  within  my  own  city,  of 
laymen,  not  ashamed  of  the  Cross,  and  shrinking  from  no 
humiliation  and  no  privation,  if  they  can  be  found  in  Him, 
and  say,  literally,  "I  am  crucified  with  Christ." 

Yes,  there  has  been  progress,  and  progress  so  amaz- 
ing, that  the  chief  difliculty  is  to  comprehend  how  much 
has  been  accomplished  in  the  way  of  restoration,  recovery, 
and  enrichment;  and  I  cannot  see  why  any  should  be 
doubting  that  Christ  is  with  His  Church,  and  that  she 
steadily  grows  and  gains. 

True,  there  have  been,  and  there  are  discouragements  ; 
but  where,  in  this  world,  are  there  not  discouragements? 
or  what  great  cause  ever  made  its  way  except  under  violent 
opposition?  Grant  that  like  St.  Paul  we  have  had  to  fight 
with  beasts  at  Ephesus  ;  that  we  have  been  in  perils  of 
many  kinds,  in  perils  of  robbers,  in  perils  by  our  own 
countrymen,  in  perils  by  the  heathen,  in  perils  among 
(alse  brethren,  in  perils  in  the  broad  paths  and  in  the  low 


(32) 

lands,  in  perils  among  enthusiastic  extremists  and  philos- 
ophizing rationalists,  and  psychological  puzzles;  what 
then?  What  is  it  but  unfaithfulness  and  ingratitude,  to 
brood  on  the  dark  side  of  things?  Is  it  not  due  to  the 
Royal  Head  of  the  Church  to  give  Him  thanks  and  trust 
His  power?  Far  greater  reason  have  we  to  rejoice  than 
to  despond,  while  old  prejudices  are  dying  away,  and 
while  a  strong,  aggressive  churchmanship  meets  with  re- 
spect, and  while  men  seem  ready,  all  over  the  land,  to 
consider  seriously  what  we  have  to  say. 

Having  now  spoken  of  the  Movement  in  its  beginning 
and  its  results  thus  far,  let  me  proceed,  in  the  hope  of 
carrying  you  with  me.  That  great  movement  has  not 
stopped  ;  it  still  proceeds;  it  cannot  stop.  The  four  prin- 
ciples which  appear  to  have  formed  its  inspiring  motive, 
are  vital  to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  humanity.  Divine 
Authority,  Gospel  Grace,  the  Life  of  Sacrifice,  Catholic 
Worship;  how  can  these  ever  cease  to  be  words  of  life.'' 
But  if  so  ;  if  the  Movement  is  still  going  on  ;  if  these  four 
ideas  are  at  its  heart,  as  they  have  been  these  sixty  years, 
then  have  we  a  duty  here  which  I  would  fain  compel  you 
to  fulfil  ;  to  carry  on  the  work  and  brace  yourselves  against 
an  opposition  which  was  dead  against  it  in  the  beginning 
and  will  be  to  the  end. 

Take  first^  the  principle  of  Authority  :  The  claim  that 
there  is  in  the  world  a  Divine  Authority,  lodged  not  within 
usbut  outside,which  sets  a  limit  to  thought  and  action,  and 
which  it  is  best  for  us  to  recognize  and  obey.  No  doubt 
the  opposition  to  that  claim  is  intense  and  resolute.  No 
doubt  the  opposite  idea  is  held  and  asserted  with  vehem- 
ence, that  each  man  shall  be  free  to  hold  his  own  views 
and  bound  to  no  master  but  such  as  he  is  willing  to  accept. 
Yet  the  line  of  objection  has  changed  somewhat ;   it  is  not 
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at  present  that  of  ugly  and  embittered  revolt,  but  rather 
that  of  self-confident  hauteur,  fostered  by  philosophic 
complacency  ;  but  as  to  the  principle,  it  is  as  necessary 
as  ever  to  maintain  it  strenuously,  and  in  doing  so  we  are 
able  to  point  our  argument  by  showing  the  result  of  its 
rejection  in  the  chaotic  state  of  the  public  mind  on  the 
subject  of  religion.  The  endless  variations  of  ojiinion  ; 
the  rejection  of  the  creed  in  its  natural  and  well-known 
sense  ;  the  complacent  substitution  of  philosophic  specu- 
lations for  the  articles  of  the  Christian  faith,  the  loss  of 
convictions  as  to  the  state  and  destiny  of  man^  involving 
avowed  uncertainty  about  the  immortality  of  the  soul ; 
what  are  these  but  the  inevitable  results  of  the  rejection 
of  Divine  Authority  as  realized  in  the  teaching,  order  and 
worship  of  the  Historic  Church?  Is  it  not  chaos  indeed 
among  the  three  or  four  hundred  sects  which  make  up  our 
common  Christianity?  What  is  this  common  Christianity, 
as  it  is  styled,  this  strange  and  illimitable  riot  of  thought 
on  the  question  of  religion?  Examine  the  various  bodies 
which  accept  the  Bible  as  the  rule  of  faith,  and  call  them- 
selves Christians  ;  and  I  fear  that  after  eliminating  their 
points  of  difference,  you  will  find  little  more  than  these 
five  propositions  on  which  all  agree  : 

1.  There  is  a  Supreme  Good  Being. 

2.  Jesus  Christ  was  born  in  Bethlehem,    went    about 
doing  good,  and  died  at  Calvary. 

3.  The  Bible  tells  us  about  God,  and  is  a  good  book. 

4.  It  is  possible  to  live  after  death. 

5.  We  ought  to  obey  God.  and  do  good  to  men.* 

*We  are  indebted  to  an  anonymous  writer  in  the  Catholic  Cham- 
pion for  this  excellent  inventory  of  the  contents  of  "our  common 
Christianity." 
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I  am  afraid  this  is  about  the  sum  total  of  "our  com- 
mon Christianity  ;  "  this  is  the  ridiculous  mouse  resulting 
from  the  labour  of  the  free  and  enlightened  intellect  ap- 
plied to  the  discovery  or  verification  of  religious  truth; 
and  no  one  can  see  how  we  are  to  get  more  food  or 
better  light  as  long  as  men  trust  to  themselves  for  the 
supply.  Here  first  seems  to  be  room  and  work  for  those 
who  believe  in  a.teaching  Church;  a  Church  which  holds  a 
certain  body  of  truth  in  trust  for  men  not  fitted  by  nature 
to  come  at  the  knowledge  thereof  without  help.  A  mis- 
sion, even  in  this  very  highly  advanced  and  cultured  age 
and  place,  for  men  who  think  that  God  did  not  leave  us, 
with  imperfect  and  limited  powers  and  a  judgment  always 
liable  to  error,  to  find  out  Him,  and  the  eternal  verities 
by  which  we  live  ;  a  work  for  men  who  are  not,  after  all, 
so  foolish  as  they  are  supposed  to  be,  in  preferring,  in  the 
sphere  of  faith,  order  to  chaos,  and  law  to  anarchy.  At 
all  events,  it  was  with  the  revival  of  belief  in  the  Historic, 
Catholic  and  Apostolic  Church  of  Christ,  the  visible 
Kingdom  of  God,  whose  first  function  is  to  keep  and  teach 
the  Truth,  that  the  Oxford  Movement  began  ;  and  that 
belief  is  still  ours;  and  therefore  the  Movement  pro- 
ceeds, and  is  a  living  force  to-day. 

The  second  principle  at  the  base  of  the  Movement  is 
this:  The  reality  of  Divine  grace,  as  the  indispensable 
motor  in  the  work  of  righteousness  and  holiness.  I  do 
not  know  where  the  Doctrines  of  Grace,  as  they  are 
called,  are  so  tenaciously  held  as  in  the  Catholic  branch 
of  the  Church  to-day.  The  heresy  of  Pelagius,  involving 
the  sufficiency  of  Man  as  his  own  Saviour;  discarding  the 
Atonement  as  unnecessary  ;  glozing  over  sin  ;  denying  fu- 
ture and    eternal    retribution  ;    sinking     the    attribute     of 
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Divine  Justice  in  that  of  Divine  Love  ;  that  great  heresy, 
which  has  for  so  many  centuries  devastated  large 
portions  of  Christendom,  still  corrupts  the  faith  of 
very  great  numbers  to-day ;  associated  with  it  in  ar- 
dent and  enthusiastic  minds  are  such  wild  notions  as 
this,  that  by  virtue  of  the  Incarnation,  every  man  born 
into  this  world  is  at  once  ipso  facto,  and  already  in  Christ, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  simply  because  he  is  a  man, 
and  Christ  is  man.  The  heresy  of  Pelagius,  with  all 
corollaries  thereof,  needs  able  and  continuous  fighting,  all 
along  the  line  of  modern  religious  thought ;  it  is  re 
pudiated,  root  and  branch,  by  the  men  in  the  Move- 
ment. God  is  all;  man  without  God,  nothing;  grace  is 
all;  nature  without  grace,  paralyzed  and  helpless.  Divine 
grace  is  not  limited;  it  may  be  given,  if  God  will,  outside 
the  Covenant,  but  in  the  Covenant  it  is  the  blood,  the  life. 
This  gives  to  the  Sacramental  system  its  power  and  value  : 
it  is  the  channel  of  a  Grace  which,  ordinarily,  comes 
to  man  no  other  way.  No  man  is  in  Christ,  un- 
til, by  the  sacrament  of  Holy  Baptism,  he  has  been 
made  a  member  of  His  Body,  the  Church.  And  Divine 
grace  is  needed  everywhere  ;  by  none  more  than  those 
who  are  labouring  for  social,  moral,  and  even  political  re- 
form. The  trouble  of  the  world  is  the  fruit  of  sin;  for  sin. 
Divine  grace  is  the  remedy;  the  sacraments  of  the  Gospel 
are  needed  to  connect  with  God,  to  form  character,  tobind 
close  to  God.  On  Christian  and  Churchly  lines  therefore 
must  reform  proceed,  if  reform  is  to  occur;  a  worl'l  in 
trouble  needs  a  Church  with  all  hel"  force  about  her  to 
help  it.  I  know  this  is  the  very  last  thing  that  the  modern 
reformer  will  take  into  his  calculation  ;  that  he  will  be  al- 
ways thinking  of  intellectual  effort,   of  education,   of  lee- 
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tures,  of  societies  for  mutual  benefit  and  improvement, 
without  reference  to  religion  ;  that  he  dreams  of  progress 
on  a  road  from  which  every  sign  board  and  guide  post 
bearing  any  sacred  symbol  has  been  removed  ;  that  he  has 
not  God  in  all  his  thoughts,  and  that  the  term,  "Divine 
Grace"  has  for  him  no  meaning  whatever.  While  such 
impressions  are  rife,  I  submit  that  the  believers  in  the  suf- 
ficiency of  Divine  Grace  have  a  mission  to  this  people  and 
a  work  to  do  among  them  which  sorely  needs  to  be  done. 

Let  hjC  speak  next  of  Divine  Worship  :  What  a  field 
now  opens  on  the  view  !  How  has  the  idea  of  Divine 
Worship  died  out  of  the  minds  of  men,  until  in  many  quar- 
ters it  is  quite  forgotten  !  And  yet  how  touching  to  see 
how  those  who  lost  it  are  feeling  after  it  and  trying  to  re- 
cover it !  No  wonder.  For  what  were  the  churches,  as 
they  called  them^  a  century  ago?  Think  of  them,  dreary, 
ugly,  desolate,  devoid  of  symbol,  of  taste,  of  beauty; 
places  to  which  men  repaired  for  intellectual  exercise  in 
listening  to  elaborate  discourses,  through  which  they  sat 
as  critics,  and  from  which  they  withdrew  more  or  less  grat- 
ified, in  proportion  to  the  weighty  the  logic,  the  rhetoric, 
the  eloquence  of  the  speaker.  The  air  they  breathed  was 
cold  and  chill  with  brain  work  and  logic  chopping  ;  the  lec- 
ture on  religion  or  morals,  added  one  more  degree  to  the 
frigidity    of   the  air. 

Think  what  we  have  now  :  When  one  enters  the 
Church  unearthly  presences  are  there;  an  unspeakable  awe, 
derived  from  realization  of  the  supernatural,  brings  a  man 
to  his  knees  ;  the  place  is  a  sermon  of  things  divine  ;  it  is 
religion;  you  know,  what  I  cannot  describe,  what  we  all 
have  felt,  the  strange,  indescribable  power  of  a  beautiful 
and  holy  shrine  over  whatever  lies  deepest  in  the  human 
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soul.  Others  feel  it,  who  are  not  yet  of  us.  Even  among 
the  more  advanced  rationalists  are  some  who  admit  that 
they  want  a  ritual,  a  visible  beauty,  to  help  them  in  the 
development  of  their  vague  ideas.  They  have  our  sympa- 
thy. We  see  their  mistake.  They  do  not  know  that  the 
faith  and  the  ritual  belong  to  each  other  ;  that  men  can- 
not appreciate  the  ritual  who  do  not  hold  and  love  the 
faith.  Catholic  Ritual  has  its  pedigree,  laws  and  tradi- 
tions, its  name,  its  types.  He  must  be  sanguine  to  the 
verge  of  folly,  who  supposes  that  a  brand  new  ritual,  a 
modern  article,  made  to  order,  to  suit  some  modern  sys- 
tem, would  ever  prove  satisfactory  if  put  in  use.  Nothing 
is  more  weak,  or  more  apt  to  provoke  the  looker-on,  than 
ritual  ceremonies  without  doctrinal  significance  ;  perform- 
ances intended  to  amuse  or  interest,  to  magnify  the  actors, 
to  embody  individual  opinion,  taste  and  choice.  We  wish 
well  to  those,  whoever  they  be,  who  are  trying  to  revive 
the  idea  of  worship,  and  to  restore  the  beauty  of  holiness 
to  places  where  it  disappeared  long  since.  But  they  must 
go,  as  we  have  done,  to  the  old  fountains  of  glory,  beauty 
and  light,  and  believe  first  what  the  church  then  will  tell 
them  how  to  state  in  symbol,  and  present,  in  familiar 
shape,  to  the  eye. 

In  speaking  of  those  four  principles  which  gave  to 
the  Reform  Movement  its  force  as  living  convictions,  I 
have  inverted  their  order.  Lastly,  then,  let  us  consider 
Sacrifice  ;  the  life  of  Sacrifice  as  the  highest  that  man  can 
lead  ;  Sacrifice  as  the  noblest  motive  for  human  conduct, 
and  the  requirement  thereof  as  the  test  of  sincerity.  Par- 
don me  for  saying  that  this,  after  all,  is  the  cardinal  point 
so  far  as  we  are  concerned  ;  the  one  thing  which  indicates 
who  do  and  who  do  not    take    the    Church    System    seri- 
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ously.  There  is  sorrow  enough  in  the  world,  and  it  might 
be  questioned  how  suffering  can  be  the  badge  and  sign 
of  God's  Elect,  seeing  that  all  must  suffer,  the  just 
and  the  unjust  together.  But  there  is  suffering  and  suf- 
fering ;  suffering  which  men  resent,  which  they  would 
avoid,  which  they  abhor,  and  from  which  they  move 
heaven  and  earth  to  find  the  means  of  escape,  and  that  is 
what  the  Apostle  calls  the  ''Sorrow  of  the  World  which 
worketh  death."  But  there  is  another;  godly  sorrow;  ac- 
cepted and  borne  in  God  and  out  of  the  love  of  God  ;  sor- 
row made  expiatory  and  purifying  by  faith  ;  and  to  that 
sacrifice  leads  the  way.  The  sacrifice  characteristic 
of  the  Catholic  Religion  is  sorrow  for  sin,  mistrust 
of  self,  the  conviction  that  it  is  good  for  man  to 
bear  a  yoke.  Sacrifice,  voluntarily  made,  gladly  made; 
that  is  the  life  of  the  true  religion.  Sacrifice  of  self; 
of  the  whole  self ;  of  personal  ease,  of  the  love  of 
the  world,  of  the  pleasure  of  accumulating  riches,  of  over- 
indulgence, of  selfish  luxury,  of  intellectual  pride, 
of  reliance  on  one's  own  opinions,  of  the  whole  ma- 
chinery which  builds  up  cold,  heartless,  highly-cultured, 
conceited,  voluptuous  lovers  of  themselves,  despisers  of 
the  brethren,  doubters  of  God.  Sacrifice  is  still  the  thing 
to  preach  ;  more  than  ever  the  thing  to  preach,  while  the 
modern  gospel  of  Independence,  Ease,  Pleasure  and 
Hedony  is  more  and  more  loudly  proclaimed,  and  happi- 
ness is  identified  with  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of 
the  good  things  of  this  earth.  Oh,  what  a  wild  revolt  is 
this  before  us  from  the  religion  of  the  Cross!  A  revolt  in 
which  we  Christians,  alas,  are  all  too  deeply  involved  ! 
Think  of  the  butterliies  of  fashion  flickering  in  the  sun- 
beams, from  flower  to  fiower,  from  sweet  to  sweet ;  of  the 
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men  of  business,  absorbed  in  the  passion  to  be  rich,  and 
daily  violating  the  rule  of  Christian  ethics  and  defying  the 
divine  justice  ;  of  the  students  and  scholars  possessed 
with  the  notion  of  an  ever  progressive  and  ever  changing 
religion,  and  ambitious  of  a  place  as  pioneers  on  the  way 
to  some  new  Gospel  and  some  new  Christ;  of  the  smooth, 
polished,  and  exquisitely  refined  circles  not  far  off,  where 
the  believer  is  regarded  with  a  thinly  veiled,  compassion- 
ate contempt,  while  they  are  sure  of  nothing,  not  even  of 
another  life  when  this  is  done  ;  of  the  proletariat  masses 
below  us,  who  hold  up  their  hands  for  meat  and  drink, 
and  say,  "Give  us  these,  and  let  God,  the  Church  and  Re- 
ligion go. ''  Now,  if  ever,  are  needed  stern  preachers  of 
the  Cross  ;  examples  of  the  sacrificial  life;  and  so  sharply 
are  the  lines  being  drawn,  and  so  shameless  now  are  the 
demands  of  a  sin-denying,  license-demanding  age,  that 
probably  some  persecution  must  break  out  ere  we  church 
people  and  Christians,  as  we  style  ourselves,  shall  be 
brought  to  see  the  true  relation  of  things.  1  do  not  mean 
a  persecution  by  fire  and  sword  ;  but  I  mean  that  we  shall 
have  to  suffer  for  our  principles,  unless  prepared 
to  abandon  them  and  adopt  those  of  a  world  now, 
as  ever,  the  bitter  foe  of  Revelation  and  the  Law  of 
God,  of  the  Church  and  the  Crucified.  We  must  be  con- 
tent to  bear  with  the  milder  form  of  persecution,  in  being 
laughed  at  as  prudes  and  dyspeptics,  by  the  fast  set,  or 
labelled  as  fossils  by  the  heralds  of  modern  progress,  or 
proclaimed  as  bigots  by  the  advocates  of  general  license 
for  thought  and  action,  or  sneered  at  by  the  scientific  and 
cultured  class  as  imbeciles  and  irrational.  That  might  be 
as  hard  for  some  of  you  as  it  would  be  to  face  the  leop- 
ard, like  Pancratius,  or  to  be  stretched,  with  St.  Agnes,  on 
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the  rack.  Oh,  what  a  subtle  power  in  the  de  hant  en  has 
gaze  of  some  supercilious  leader  of  fashion,  or  the  cutting 
criticism  of  the  philosopher  of  the  modern  Athens,  with 
its  Academy  and  Porch  !  If  we  cannot  bear  such  trifling 
pain  as  this,  God  may  send  on  his  degenerate  people 
something  worse  than  taunt  and  scoff;  some  wild  outbreak 
expressive  of  that  unmitigated  hatred  of  God,  whenever 
He  presumes  to  interfere  with  the  purposes,  the  notions, 
the  pleasures  of  self-willed  man. 

Let  me  offer  cordial  congratulations  to  this  Parish  ; 
to  its  priest,  its  corporation,  the  people.  It  is  a  bright  day 
for  you  all.  Stir  up  the  grace  of  God  that 
is  among  you.  Live  nearer  to  God.  Budge 
not  one  inch  on  the  way  of  compromise  with  a  rationalis- 
tic age,  and  a  community  drunk  with  the  wine  of  intellec- 
tual pride.  To  witness  to  the  Catholic  Faith;  to  illustrate 
it  in  practice ;  that  is  your  mission.  Fulfill  it  in  modesty, 
sobriety,  and  the  strength  of  a  living  faith.  And  may  the 
benediction  of  the  Father  Eternal,  the  Son  Eternal,  the 
Holy  Ghost  Eternal,  One  Undivided  Trinity,  be  on  you, 
and  abide  with  you  forever  and  ever  more. 
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